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FOREST TREES AND TIMBERS OF NEW ZEALAND. Compiled 

under the direction of A. R. Entrican by H. V. Hinds and J. S. 
Reid. 211 p., many maps (2 fold.), tabs., bibliog., royal 8vo. 
Wellington: Government Printer, 1957. Price 17s. 6d. (N.Z. 
Forest Service Bulletin No. 12.) 

Not the least of the benefits which a country derives from being 
host to a Commonwealth Forestry Conference arises from the desire 
to provide its guests with information about its forests and trees in 
a digestible form. This book, which brings together for the first time 
data on the principal native and introduced tree species in New Zea
land from numerous sources, some not easily accessible, must have 
been invaluable to delegates to the Seventh Commonwealth Forestry 
Conference and is equally useful to the local forestry practitioner, 
wood user, tree enthusiast or student. 

Descriptions are given for 19 indigenous and 10 exotic species, those 
for the former being supported by maps showing their geographical 
distribution. The information on each species is presented as far as 
possible in a standardised form, both for the botanical and silvicultural 
attributes of the trees and the physical and mechanical properties of 
the timber. It is therefore easy to pick out from the text any particular 
item of information desired. 

As more data becomes available in the future this book must neces
sarily be revised. When it is, consideration might be given to including 
tabular statements summarising figures for all species covered, for 
quick reference and comparisons. Such a statement would be especially 
useful for physical and strength properties. In some similar publications 
the properties of some well known timber have been taken as a stan
dard and the properties of others expressed as percentages of that 
standard, a very convenient way of showing special qualities and 
deficiencies. Presentation in this form is suggested for a future revision. 

—F.A. 

SHELTERBELTS AND MICROCLIMATE. By J. M. Caborn, B.Sc, 
Ph.D., vii, 135 p., illus., tabs. London: H.M.S.O., 1957. (Forestry 
Commission Bulletin No. 29.) 17s. 6d. 

The work is in three parts: Part 1 deals with evidence concerning 
shelter effects on agriculture yields and forestry practice, part 2 with 
research procedure into microclimatic effects of shelterbelts, and 
part 3 describes the author's experiments and investigations and the 
relation of their work to shelterbelt practice in Great; Britain. 

This work will be welcomed by many foresters and agricultural 
advisers in New Zealand. Its 135 pages are packed with information 
and no effort has been spared in presenting the material in detail. 
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