
REVIEWS 

EAGLE'S TREES AND SHRUBS OF NEW ZEALAND IN 
COLOUR. TWO HUNDRED AND TWENTY-EIGHT BOTANI- 
CAL PAINTINGS IN COLOUR, by Audrey Eagle. Published by 
William Collins (N.Z.) Ltd, Auckland, 1975. 228 paintings, 3 
maps, 47 pages of botanical notes, glossary of botanical terms, 
and bibliography. $50. 

Audrey Eagle is to be commended and congratulated on 
the production of this fine book on native trees anld shrubs. 
I t  culminates twenty years of dedicated work and study, and 
the publisher has done a top-class job in reproducing Mrs 
Eagle's paintings. 

The paintings are certainly beautiful and accurate depictions 
of the species. In only a few cases - e.g., karaka, Coprosmn 
lucLda, hard beech, and Pseudowintera axillavis - are the 
leaves not good likenesses of typical specimens. Flowers and 
fruits, as well as leaves, are shown, and the use of enlarged 
paintings to show details of floral structure, placentation 
and fruits will be helpful in identifications. Importantly, a 
uniform style and tone has been maintained throughout. In 
comparison with Mark and Adams' N e w  Zealand Alpine Plants, 
the paintings by Audrey Eagle are if anything clearer and 
include more close-ups of flowers and fruits. 

The book is a bit too sumptuous to hand to forest survey 
parties to tuck in their packs and use for the checking of 
species on the spot. However, for the person wanting to 
identify trees and shrubs at home on the kitchen table, little 
difficulty should be experienced in correctly matching up 
specimens with the illustrations. This is undoubtedly the best 
set of illustrations available on our trees and shrubs. It is 
comprehensive as regards trees (the omission of Coprosma 
avborea and the common kowhai, Sophora rnicrophylla, are 
exceptions noted) but the coverage of major shrub genera 
such as Coprosma, Olearia, Hebe and Dracophy2lum has neces- 
sarily been limited. The ecologically important Olearia colen- 
soi, for example, is not illustrateld. 

The text has been placed at the back of the book, but there 
is a numbering system for quick cross-reference between illus- 
trations and botanical notes. The Notes consist of brief de- 
scriptions of the species, with comments on distribution and 
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abundance. Much of this information has been freely adapted 
I from Allan's Flora of N e w  Zealand (the author acknowledges 

this) with additional notes added from the author's own ob- 
servations. Nothing very informative to anyone reasonably 
familiar with the native flora will be found, and there are 
some vague statements as well as solme cases of careless use 
of terminology. For instance, it is stated that Pndocarpus 
nivalis "covers an area up to several metres in diam.", that 
the fruits of several of the podocarps are "nuts", and that 
Dacrydiu~m laxifolium is "probably the smallest known pine", 

Etymology of family, generic and specific names is given, 
a practice which I do not find particularly helpful either in 
remembering plant names or aiding in identification. Agafhis 
australis ( = southern ball of string), Dysoxylum spectabile 
( =  beautiful bald woold) and Alectryon excelsus ( =  a lofty 
roolster) are but three examples of what I mean. 

Maori names are given for molst species, and there are a 
few surprises here. The preferred name for Coprosma lucida 
is given as patutiketike, and tumatakuru is pre~ferred to the 
corrupted matagouri for Discaria toumatou.  Though some 
other boolks, including Allan's Flora of N e w  Zealand, give 
monolao as the Maori name of Dacvydium kirkii, Eagle's book 
uses manoao for this tree, thus avoiding confusion with the 
molnoao of the pumice lands, Dracophyllum subulatum. Scien- 
tific names for species seem to be up to: date, except that 
Dacrycarpus dacrydioides, the now accepted name for kalzika- 
tea, has not been used. 

I The maps are clear and simple, but not very professionally 
finisheid. For example, a north-south alignment of both the 
second and third maps would have improved their appearance, 
and nolt all lakes are shown in blue. I find the 8 male and ? 
female symbols referred to as "Zoological symbols" very 
curiolus in a book about plants (one should be picky with a 
$50 book). 

On the dust jacket it is stated that "The primary purpose of 
this bolok is to provide a means of identification of oiur native 
trees and shrubs". I t  achieves this aim with first-class hon- 
ours, but many people, especially scholol children and uni- 
versity students, will unfortunately find the price tolo high 
at $50 a copy. It is to be hoped that the publisher will recog- 
nise this and reproduce it later in field-guide form. 

M. D. Wilcox 


