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pendent body . . . . ", as perceived by the OECD report*, but the 
Council report suggests that rather than a merger of present 
environmental agcccies an alternative would be to . . . . "merge 
some of the responsibilities of the Environmental Council with 
those of the New Zealand Planning Council". 

None of this will be popular with those who see themselves as 
achievers of great leaps forward. The Greek tragic heroes are 
still prevalent among us and will not fancy the distractions of 
trivia! human and environmental concerns, preferring to leave 
them to someone else. There are distinct divisions in many people's 
minds between growth and preservation, business and humanness. 
This is where the problem begins. However, I agree with the 
notion of a joint ministry which puts the wolves and the lambs 
together and accepts that there will be struggles. 

To carry policy throxgh, "policies are needed at more than one 
level of Government". The proposal is to strengthen the Town 
and Country Planning Act "by amending or adding to the list 
of matters considered to be of national importance". Similarly 
amendments to the Water and Soil Act are suggested and new 
legislation is called for to adequately preserve genetic diversity. 
"At present the Wildlife Act 1953 protects most animal groups 
but the Native Plants Protection Act 1934 is entirely inadequate 
and invertebrates and lower plant groups are not mentioned in 
legislation." 

I hope I have succeeded in conveying the comprehensive nature 
of this report and some of its important implications. But I sug- 
gest YOU :cad it. In this foreword to the report, the Minister of 
lands, Venn Young, concludes by saving, "I support the en- 
deavour of the Nature Conservation Council and its technical 
sub-committee and acknowledge that the task of studying this 
document and considering the implications of its recommenda- 
tions is now yours and mine." 

C. ANSTEY 

THE LAND OUR FUTURE: Essays on land use and conserva- 
tion in New Zealand in honour of Kenneth Cumberland, edited 
by A. Grant Anderson. Misc. Series No. 7 New Zealand Geo- 
graphical Society. Published by Longman Paul, Auckland. 

This volume is a fitting tribute to Kenneth B. Cumberland's 
lifetime commitment to the wise use of New Zealand land. It is 

*See review in this issue.-ED. 
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also a valuable and timely collection of essays on the manage- 
ment of New Zealand's abundant but not unlimited resources. 

In a century of occupation Europeans have transformed New 
Zealand landscapes in a dramatic and sometimes irreversible 
manner. As we stand poised at the beginning of what some ob- 
servers call "the development decade", this volume serves to re- 
mind us that "The land is our future". 

It is inevitable that a collection of essays in honour of a man 
of diverse interests and abilities must, of itself, display diversit7 
of content, style and direction. Grant Anderson's introductiorl 
does much to give the volume's other 15 chapters coherence and 
purpose. 

In Chapters 2 and 3 Alan Mark and Brian Murphy outline the 
general ecolcgical and economic principles which should guide 
land allocation and use. In Chapter 4 Ross Cochrane reviews the 
develop~ent  of satellite imagery. 

Chapters 5 to 8 include discussion of soils (Mike Leamy and 
David Leslie) ; indigenous forests (Frank Newhook) and water 
(Paul Williams, Ian Summers) . 

Chapters 9 and 10 examine particular land uses, with contri- 
butions by Grant Pearson and Philip Corbet on efficiency in agri- 
c v l t ~ w ,  and John Tustin, Leith Knowles and Bert Klomp's ex- 
amination of integrated forestry and pastoral land use. 

In Chapters 11 to 14, four essays examine aspects of resource 
use and competition between actual or potential users of the 
same resource. In Chapter 11  Ron Lister reviews some of the 
issues in the development of the electric power potential of the 
Clutha Valley. Kevin Q'Connor (Chapter 12) reviews our under- 
st;lndinqs of mountain lands in the light of research findings of the 
I P S ~  two decades, and Warren Morran (Chapter 13) considers 
tFe particular problem of peri-urban land use. In Chapter 14 
Terry 1-Tealcy considers the problems of resource use in coastal 
lands. 

The final chapters (15 and 16) provide a broader perspective 
within which land use conflicts must be considered, with Warwick 
Neville (Chapter 15) reminding us infer alia that land use in- 
volves people. In the last chapter Kenneth Cumberland takes both 
a retrospective and a prospective view of agriculture. 

The task of assembling and editing essays in honour of a dib- 
tinnuished scholar is a daunting one but Grant Anderson, War- 
wick Neville and Paul Williams deserve our commendation. With- 
out wishing to detract from any contribution, there were, to this 
reviewer, a number of highlights. 
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Kenneth Cumberland frequently prodded the sacred cows of 
the New Zealand agricultural industry. For example (p .  298). 

. . . . livestock (should be) selected and bred not for their faces 
and figures and their mannequin stance in the show ring or paddock 
but for their scientifically assessed and performance-tested practical 
economic productivity. 

Grant Pearson and Philip Corbet's paper on efficiency in agri- 
culture is appropriate to this volume, for in it they consider 
efficiency criteria from an energy point of view. It is sobering to 
read Cunyderland's retrospective account of agriculture (pp 
291-8) and to compare the substantial increase in the amount of 
energy used by the agricultural industry, with its associated in- 
creases in output, over the last 40 years. The authors' call for 
methods that maximise useful production per unit of energy ex- 
pended is a prod to an agricultural industry in the best Cumber- 
land tradition. 

Frank Newhook's review of indigenous forests and forest policy 
is a valuable contribution made difficult by the substantial changes 
in policy which occurred during its writing. However, it is per- 
haps unfortunate that the volume did not include a companion 
paper outlining the ecological principles upon which indigenous 
forests (state and private) might be managed. Such a paper 
would have been a valuable complement to Alan Marks's "Eco- 
logical principles in land use allocation". 

Terry Healey's "Conservation and management of coastal re- 
sources" is a commendable attempt to do for coastal resources in 
the 1980s what Cumberland did for mountain and soil resources 
in the 1940s. New Zealand may be a mountain land, but it is 
also a coastal land, and it is here that some of the most intrac- 
table issues of resource use conflict are to be found. Not only are 
the physical processes among the most complex of all naturally 
occurring proesses, but the region is administeredlmanaged by 
a bewildering array of Acts of Parliament, government agencies 
and territorial authorities. 

To many, Kenneth Cumberland is best known for his pioneer- 
in. work on soil erosion and land use. It is perhaps Kevin O'Con- 
nor's paper on "The use of mountains - a review of New Zea- 
land experience" that most adequately acknowledges the debt that 
New Zealand owes to Kenneth Cumberland. In his paper O'Con- 
nor reviews recent research and questions many of the now popu- 
lar conceptions of land condition in South Island high country 
which have derived from Cumberland's own writings. It is a 
paper written in the Cumberland mold and which does justice 
to his early concerns. That Cumberland was mistaken in some 
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of the relationships that he drew between land use and assessments 
of soil erosion is irrelevant. It was his early work which inspired 
others to follow, and it is their findings which O'Connor presents 
in an essay which fairly judges the temper of the editors' re- 
quirements. 

The only disappointing feature of this volume is its lack of 
treatment of conservation. In his introduction Grant Anderson 
briefly mentions conservation: 

The concept "conservation" is itself elusive in meaning, because, 
like the related term "resources", it is applied, not to some uni- 
versally-accepted or objective view of relationships between man 
and nature, but to attitudes and to policies that are shaped by the 
distorting prism of culture - including beliefs, ideology, and tech- 
nology. 

It is unfortunate that a volume which included conservation 
in its subtitle did not develop this theme. 

ENVIRONMENTAL POLICIES IN NEW ZEALAND: A re- 
view by the O.E.C.D. and its Environment Committees, under- 
taken in 1980 at the request of the Government of New Zealand. 
78 pp. Organization for Economic Co-operation and Develop- 
ment, Paris, 1981. 

"This review of New Zealand's environmental management 
policies and practices is the third of its type to be conducted by 
the O.E.C.D. It examines the impact of present, and possible 
future, developments on the human, physical, and biological en- 
vironment of the country, and it follows similar assessments made 
in Sweden and Japan . . . . in 1977. As was the case with the 
earlier studies, the New Zealand review was undertaken at the 
request of the government of the country whose policies were 
to be considered." 

This brief report is worth reading if only because it lifts the 
curtain and allows us to see ourselves as we look to others. The 
myths are cast aside, and the number of favourite hobby-horses 
left unmounted has caused complaint in some quarters. But no 
matter, some long-term trends are seen emerging and, by and large, 
foresters ma; take heart from what is said. 

Compared with eight other countries seen to be "economically 
advanced", we do quite well, with 18% of the country in national 
and forest parks, only 11.6 persons per km2, 75% of our energy 


