
OBITUARY 171 

institute on the campus in Rotorua to reality. He travelled over
seas to see appropriate designs and incorporate them into the 
early stages of the rebuilding programme. 

Roy was the first Director of the Forest Products Division of 
FRI and held this position for 17 years until his retirement. He 
also made important personal research contributions in many 
areas of wood technology but especially in timber physics and 
timber engineering. 

He had strong sporting interests in his youth, being a univer
sity blue in hockey. He retained this interest for a time in Rotorua 
and had a long association with the Rotorua Yacht Club, as 
member then Commodore. He was elected a life member for 
his services to the club. 

The Institute extends its sympathy to his wife Margaret, son 
Richard, and daughter Ann. 

- J . K . 

Rona ld Wens ley Macdona ld Wi l l i ams 

Ron Williams, who died in a motor car accident in 1984, was 
one of that small group of World War 2 servicemen who gained 
their forestry degrees overseas and rose to senior positions in the 
Forest Service. He began his Public Service career as Master 
Williams, Clerical Cadet, in the State Fire Insurance Department 
in 1937. Joining the Fleet Air Arm in 1941, he started by flying 
amphibians, served in East, South and West Africa and, as a 
squadron commander, ended his flying days as personal pilot 
to the Captain of the Home Fleet. 

After graduating from Edinburgh University, he returned to 
New Zealand in 1948 and was posted to Otautau "to be broken 
in", to quote the frank Head Office phrase of the day. He came 
under the ecological influence of Jack Holloway during the 
Indigenous Forest Survey, but it was not long before he made 
a name for himself in the silviculture of Southland's silver beech 
forests. A transfer to Tuatapere in 1952 was followed by second
ment in 1954 to Conical Hill to get utilisation experience. His 
flair for long-term management and planning was revealed in 
the regional working plan for the Southland Land District, pre
pared jointly with the late Charlie Brown who became Conserv
ator, Palmerston North. This plan, involving the planting of 
exotic forests, sustained yield cf silver beech and planned re-
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duction in the cutting of podocarps, was regarded as one of the 
most outstanding pieces of forward planning ever to come into 
the Head Office of the Forest Service. But his forest management 
days were numbered. In June 1956 he was moved to Wellington 
to assist the Engineer in Forest Products, Stan Reid. He held the 
post of Timber Extension Officer from 1957 to 1960 when he 
was appointed Assistant Conservator of Forests, Invercargill. His 
return to the forests was not to be. The appointment was can
celled as it was deemed necessary to retain him in Head Office 
because of his experience in both forestry and forest products, 
in the newly created position of Planning Officer. 

In 1966 he became Director, Forest Economics Division, a 
position he held until retirement in 1978. Thus it was that he 
spent 22 years in Head Office, under four permanent heads, 
which must have called upon all his reserves of good humour. 

It is idle to speculate what the future would have held for 
him had he been allowed to follow the path of his contempor
aries, in the conservancies. He was not one to complain at being 
the victim of his own special abilities combined with circum
stance. There was a need for a man such as he in the fields of 
planning and economic analysis and he did not spare himself 
in the tasks given to him. So much so that few, if any, could 
match the detailed knowledge he acquired of the total forest 
estate of this country — indigenous and exotic, State and pri
vate — or of the broad spectrum of the forestry industry, its 
trends and future. 

Although not prominent in the affairs of the Institute, he con
tributed severe! well researched papers to the Journal and was 
active within APPITA. His knowledge of the Australian scene 
was wide, originating no doubt in 1964 when he was engaged 
in exhaustive investigation and committee work in connection 
with the timber free-trade proposals with that country. 

As a friend and colleague of 30 years' standing I am grateful 
for having been asked to pay tribute to a fellow forester who 
served his profession and his employer well; tribute also to a 
man who enjoyed life, in the forest, in the hills, in the air, and 
on the sea. The sorrow of his much loved family will be shared 
by his many friends. 

M. J. Conway 


