
1999 Conference Leadership focus 
I ssues sur rounding  leadership were t h e  focus of t h e  1999 

New Zealand Institute of Forestry conference held in  Wellington on 3- 
5 May. The  conference was attended by 120 people and well supported by 
sponsors. As well as industry leaders, addresses were delivered by leading 
politicians, such as Bill Birch and Max Bradford. NZIF President Peter 
Berg said while the conference received several inspirational messages 
from speakers, there was concern about the lack of a widely understood 
and supported strategy for the development of the sector. 

"It was clear that the strategic leadership the industry is looking for 
is not as strongly in place as it should be at this time when New Zealand is 
expected to double its wood harvest in  the next decade," Mr Berg said. 

"This  greatly increased resource creales its own harvesting, 
processing and marketing issues, and strong leadership is required if widely 
supported strategies to overcome these are to be developed." 

H e  said the message from Fletcher Challenge Ltd chief executive 
Michael Andrews that the industry needed to employ the best people and 
the best skills was welcome and theinstitute strongly supported Eontiming 
professional development and attracting the right people into the industry. 

Peter Berg, NZIF A 
President (above) 
steers the conference 
through the discussion 
on leadership. 

Finance Minister Bill 
Birch (left) outlines the 
Government's view of 
the benefits of 
economic reforms. 

Michael Andrews, b 
Fletcher Challenge Ltd 
Chief Executive (right) 
emphasised the need 
for skills. 

4 Left, David Rhodes accepting the 
Commonwealth Forestry Conference award 
on behalf of Don Wijewardana from Peter 
Berg. 

Right, the John Balreaves b 
Travel Award was present to 
Dr Lindsay Fund, comprising 
$5,000 towards travel at 
attend an international 
conference in France an 
research agencies in th 
Belgium, Germany and China 
Bottom right, the Schlich 
Memorial Prize was 
presented to Egbert Hendrik 
(Bert) Berger as the student 
at the School of Forestry, 
University of Canterbury, 
who displayed the best all- 
round ability. 

Several awards were made after the AGM. Don Wijewardana's 
work on sustainable forest management has received international 
recognition, with the awarding of a certificate and medal from the 
Commonwealth Forestry Association. In  accepting the award, Don said 
sustainable forest management was probably the greatest challenge the 
forestry world had faced this century, and most likely, in  the next century 
too. The  new way of measuring the contribution of forestry to society 
will involve drastically changing traditional thinking, Don said in  a 
speech delivered on his behalf by David Rhodes. Don was in  Geneva at 
the time of the AGM at the third meeting of the Intergovernmental 
Forum on Forestry to finalise a major proposal for sustainable forest 
management. 
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A Top left, the NZIF 
AGM. 

Left, Lindsay Poole 
(left) and Peter Berg. 

A Above, Ian Moore (left) 
and Ian Wallace. 

Above, this group was 
one of many which 
enjoyed the opportunity 
for discussions during 
breaks in the busy 
conference schedule. 

Left, Tony Grayburn 
(left) and Mick O'Neil. 

Left, Garth 
Cumberland (left) 
and John Spiers. 

Right, Neil Cooper. b 


