
EXPERIMENTAL GROWING OF INSIGNIS PINE FROM 
SLIPS. 

(J. F. Field.) 
For the purpose of determining the feasibility of grow

ing insignis pine from slips, the following experimental 
work was carried out. 

Slips were taken from nursery stock aged 1 year 7 
months simply by pulling off branches of the top whorl 
with a downward pull. These slips were lined out in damp, 
compact sandy nursery soil in June, 1929, the average 
height being 4in above ground. Scars commenced to 
callous over in September of that year and continued to 
enlarge until about four times the diameter of the stem 
of the slip. Roots struck evenly from these swellings early 
in November. 

No actual count was made of the number of slips 
planted or the strike per cent., but this was not less than 
95 per cent., the only losses being a few slips planted on 
a dry portion of the ground. 

When the resultant trees were 14 months old, 640 were 
lifted and planted in 8 rows of 80 each at 6 feet spacing in 
a light sandy well-drained soil. They were at this time 
from 6 inches to ,14 inches high, averaging 10 inches. 

A first count was made in May, 1931, when the strike 
proved to be 88 per cent. No deaths have taken place 
since that date. 

All trees are in a particularly healthy state and the 
following measurements give definite figures of the rapid 
growth. 
Average Ht. of slips when planted June, 1929 4in. 
Average Ht. of resultant trees when planted 

August, 1930 
Average Ht. of trees, August, 1932 
Average Ht. of trees, August, 1933 
Average Ht. of trees, August, 1934 
Maximum Ht. of trees, 17th August, 1934 
Conclusions. 

It is doubtful if the success of the above planting will 
serve any definite commercial purpose, though a continuous 
and increasing number of trees could be obtained from one 
tree of particularly good type and bearing few seed, by the 
continuation of the slipping practice from each successive 
crop. 

The experiment has proved, however, that:— 
(1) Under moist conditions and a sandy loam soil a 
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high percentage of trees can be expected from 
slips taken from second year nursery stock of this 
species. 

(2) The root system of such trees is good and quite 
as regular as that of trees grown from seed. 

(3) The death rate after planting of insignis pine 
grown from slips is certainly no higher than that 
of trees grown from seed and planted under 
similar conditions. 

(4), Up to 4 years after planting the trees are quite 
as healthy as trees grown from seed and planted 
in close proximity. 

(5) Rate of growth up to 4 years is at least equal 
to that of trees grown from seed and planted in 
close proximity. 

A FOREST WORKING PLAN IN OPERATION. 

(A. N. Perham.) 
Under the Wellington City and Suburban Water 

Supply Act (1927) an area of some 74,000 acres mostly 
forest clad, was vested in the Wellington City Corporation 
tnd provision was made for the preparation of a Forest 
Working Plan, with the following objects in view:— 
^ (1) Conservation of water supply for the City of 

Wellington and suburban boroughs. 
(2) Forest management. 

"(3) Recreational facilities for the inhabitants of Wel
lington City and surrounding districts. 

The Act stipulated that the Working Plan be prepared 
for periods of not less than five or more than ten years, 
subject to the approval of the Commissioner of State 
Forests. Provision was made in the Act for the develop
ment of all phases of forestry except the actual conversion 
of forest produce to sawn timber. Upon being appointed 
Forestry Officer in August, 1928, the writer was required 
to prepare the Working Plan; and approval having been 
obtained, was able to put the Plan into effective operation 
within one year of the date of appointment. 

The vested areas, situated in the watersheds of the 
Hutt and Orongorongo rivers, together with a further area 
of 4,050 acres purchased subsequently to the passing of the 
Act, amounted to approximately 78,000 acres, and were 
composed of 68,000 acres of indigenous forest and 10,000 
acres of open and scrub covered land. 
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