National Diploma in Forestry : First graduates
receive their qualifications
Fourteen students who had completed a
National Diploma in Forestry (Forest
Management) received their qualifications
recently at a ceremony at Waiariki Polytechnic, Rotorua.
This ceremony heralds a new era in
forestry education in New Zealand. The
National Diploma in Forestry was developed by the forest industry, through committees administered by the Forest
Industries Training and Education Council.
"The Faculty of Forestry of Waiariki
Polytechnic had to pioneer this qualification. Not only was much of the content
different from the old New Zealand Certificate in forestry, but the whole qualification is competency based. All the
teaching material had to be developed,
and lecturers and students had to come to
grips with the assessment of competencies
against the performance criteria specified
in unit standards which are registered with
the New Zealand Qualifications Authority," said Gifford McFadden, Chairperson
of Waiariki Polytechnic's Council.
The students took three years to complete the diploma, which includes practical forestry skill such as pruning, planting
and harvesting, as well as the forestry sciences. They studied legislation which has
an impact on forestry, environmental
issues, harvest planning, forest valuation,
and a range of forest business management units, such as preparing tenders for
forestry operations, and developing safety
management plans.
Rod McGowan, Chief Executive of the
Forest Industries Training and Education
Council, said the new Diploma had
resulted from a close cooperation between
FITEC, as the forest industry's training
organisation, and Waiariki Polytechnic, as
a traditional provider of technical qualifications to the forest industry. "It is pleasing to see that forestry has become the
first major export-oriented industry to
have graduates holding a National
Diploma, which has been designed to fit
the training needs of the industry," he
said.
As had been intended by the industry
when it developed this diploma, the training has delivered highly employable, jobready graduates. Since completing the
diploma, 13 diploma graduates have
found positions in the forestry sector,
while one is continuing his studies. "There

Lindsay Vaughan presents the NZFS Sports Award to Glyn Eason, a third-year student, at
the graduation ceremony of the National Diploma in Forestry which was held at Waiariki
Polytechnic's Tangatarua Marae.

are very few qualifications which have
this employment success," said Margriet
Theron, Dean of Forestry at Waiariki
Polytechnic.
The outstanding performance of the
students has been recognised by the forest
industry and others. The prize for the top
student went to Tina Cummins, who is
working with Liro Ltd as a researcher on
safety in logging. She also received the
OSH award for the best forest safety management plan.
Peter Robinson received a study grant

from Liro Ltd as the best second-year harvesting student, while Stephen Neate got
the award from the New Zealand Forest
Research Institute for the best research
project. The Forest Contractors Association recognised Nicholas Whisker for his
achievement in forest business management, while Fletcher Challenge Forests
awarded a prize to Geraldine Fitzgerald
for excellence. The Forest Service Sports
award, open to all forestry students in
New Zealand, went to Glyn Eason for his
achievements in swimming.

Lincoln University News
The Lincoln University agroforestry
experiment with radiata pine and six different understoreys is now seven years old
and was given its final thinning (down to
200 stemstha) earlier this year. Dr Don
Mead reports that the trees are now up to
10 m tall and have been pruned to
between 4 and 5 m. The trial is now showing that in this summer-dry climate probably the best understorey pasture is
cocksfoottclover, as that pasture is producing well and provides sufficient com-

petition to control tree form and branching without drastic effects on growth rates.
Several graduate students are currently
finishing their research and a series of
papers are due out soon. Dick Lucas, on
behalf of the agroforestry team, recently
presented pasture and animal growth data
to the International Grasslands Conference
in Canada. Visitors to the experiment are
very welcome.
Dr Hugh Bigsby visited Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia in June to participate in
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