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Variety is the spice of life

Any diet that relies almost solely on one type of 
food can at best be described as boring and at worst 
dangerous. A recent international comment that New 
Zealand must have an enormous appetite for risk, after 
observing that over 90% of our eggs are in the radiata 
basket, highlighted the issue.

Have we actively chosen this position or has it 
happened more passively? It has been helped along by 
the ability that radiata has to tolerate being planted on 
a very wide range of sites, reliably producing volume, 
and with a ready demand in domestic and international 
markets.

The Specialty Wood Product programme is doing 
its part to help buffer us against the over-exposure we 
currently have to radiata. The programme incorporates 
Douglas-fir, a number of non-durable and durable 
eucalypts and cypresses. We are working on improving 
the genetics, understanding the environmental 
requirements, solving processing issues and developing 
new products for the species in our programme. 

The new products we have been developing 
include:

• Testing of Douglas-fir cross laminated timber 
(CLT) (University of Canterbury) to determine the 
information required to allow architects to specify 
it in buildings

• Thermal modification of three of our key species 
(Scion) to lift both the stability and durability of 
the timber in service

• Peeling of high stiffness eucalypts (Marlborough 
Research Centre and University of Canterbury) to 
use either in combination with pine, to improve the 
existing LVL performance, or to create a completely 
new high stiffness engineered wood product. 

These species all have at least one key parameter that 
gives them an advantage over radiata. There is growing 
demand for naturally durable options – vineyard posts 
and house framing being two examples. Research and 
development efforts are required in these species. 
They have had nowhere near the level of investment 
afforded radiata and there are challenges that need to be 
addressed and significant gains that could be achieved. 

The key issue with Douglas-fir is to lift its 
productivity while maintaining form and mechanical 
properties. The negative impact of Swiss Needle Cast on 
growth is currently preventing more Douglas-fir being 
planted in some areas.

Historically Cupressus macrocarpa  has been 
dramatically impacted by canker and we have trials being 
established to identify tolerant macrocarpa genotypes.

Young Eucalypts nitens has drying and processing 
issues to overcome before it can be commercially 
utilised for solid wood products. We have identified 
a new product (laminated and finger jointed) and we 
are currently testing a flooring product. Both of these 
products utilise thinner sections which can avoid some 
of the drying degrade.

The durable eucalypt breeding programme is 
focusing on the key benefits of these species, natural 
durability and high stiffness, while also making first 
generation improvements in growth, form and pest/
disease tolerance.

This programme can be seen, in part, as an 
insurance policy for New Zealand.

Right tree, right place at the right scale

Right tree

We have ongoing breeding programmes for all 
species to ensure the tree will achieve the required 
properties for the intended products.

Right place

Site species matching projects will ensure the 
optimum sites can be identified for the tree, and future 
climate change impacts will be incorporated into the 
models.

Right scale

To attract processing facilities, the scale of planting 
needs to be an appropriate size within a region to suit 
the desired products. For example, to supply a CLT 
plant will require a much smaller scale of resource than 
a laminated veneer lumber (LVL) product. 

Other groups are also working in this area with 
redwoods, tōtara (and other New Zealand native trees) 
having programmes to promote alternative tree species 
which target specialty timber products.

We don’t want to be in the position the Irish were 
in the mid-1800s with a heavy reliance on the humble 
potato with no considered viable alternatives.

Marco Lausberg is Programme Manager of the Specialty 
Wood Products Programme based in Rotorua. Email: marco.
lausberg@fgr.nz.
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Registered Forestry Consultants

•  Are all professionally qualified and experienced

• Abide by the NZIF Code of Ethics

• Comply with NZIF standards

• Are Registered Members of the NZIF

• Hold a current Annual Practising Certificate

• Are subject to regular peer review

• Engage in continuing professional development

• Are subject to a complaints and disciplinary process

Need professional forestry advice?
Use a Registered Forestry Consultant

For more information go to www.nzif.org.nz 
Or contact 
The NZIF Administrator on admin@nzif.org.nz 
Phone 04 974 8421



Exclusive Kauri sponsor

University of Canterbury  Te Whare Wānanga o Waitaha  Ilam Road  Christchurch  8140  NZ

Don’t miss out …
                        … support your 

conference, fellow members, 

industry and sponsors!

Women in forestry
Sponsored by Te Uru Rākau

The annual event this year takes the form of a Working 
Breakfast. It will start with a presentation from Julie Collins, 
Deputy Director-General Forestry New Zealand and Head of Te 
Uru Rākau. Julie is well-known in the industry and has more 
than 30 years’ experience in forestry and land-use policy. 

All are welcome to attend this event (irrespective of gender!) 
Following her presentation there will be a buffet breakfast.

Field trips
The conference field trip will show how forest managers 
are meeting the challenge of communicating the roles that 
forests can play in a modern world, and engaging with 
those who represent the changing societal needs from 
forests. Topics will include impacts of public perceptions 
on forest management activities, fire management, and the 
formulation of government policies that impact on forestry.

Future Foresters Mentorship programme
Sunday 25 August 2019, 5.00pm

Future Foresters is proud to launch its Future Foresters 
Mentorship programme in partnership with the NZIF. You are 
invited to attend the NZIF Future Foresters Mentor programme 
session which will introduce: mentors and mentees; guide 
them through a process of developing shared goals; discuss 
their approach to mentoring during the Conference; and help 
them establish a supportive relationship for a longer-term 
mentoring programme. To register visit: 
 www.anzifconference.com

Future Foresters quiz night
Sunday 25 August 2019, 6.30pm to late

Kicking off on Sunday night is the annual all-inclusive Future 
Foresters Quiz Night.

This event aims to provide an inviting and social atmosphere 
for facilitating important networking connections between 
the young and the not-so-young. This is a perfect opportunity 
to meet the next generation of foresters and see what Future 
Foresters is about. Drinks and nibbles provided.

Topics to be covered include:

• Overviews of social licences in New Zealand 
and Australia

• Forestry and climate change

• Sustainability and public policy

• Making a better future

• Communicating impacts of forestry operations

• Fire detection and control

• Risks and public opinion

• Communication with stakeholders

• Creating good forest policy in a political environment

• Forest policy and society

• Growing trees for people

• Impacts of forests on landscapes

• Social/environmental 
sustainability of forestry

• The next generation of 
forestry professionals 

• Health, safety and 
impacts on society

• Creating a better forestry 
future.

www.anzifconference.com

Australian and New Zealand Institutes of Forestry  
(ANZIF) joint conference
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